
COOKSTOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Minutes of proceedings of a STATUTORY MEETING of the Council held in the Council Chamber on Tuesday 12 January 2010.
Present:


T Quinn, Chairman

Councillors:
Baker, Cassidy, Clarke, Glasgow MBE, Greer, Lees, McAleer, McCartney, McCrea, McGarvey, McFlynn, McIvor, McNamee, Molloy, Wilson
Officers:


Clerk/Chief Executive 




Director of Corporate Services




Clerical Officer
Other



Planning Services

Representatives

Ms S McCracken, Senior Planning Officer
1 APOLOGIES

No apologies received.
2 CONGRATULATIONS

The Committee AGREED that letters of congratulations should be sent to Mrs M Gilbert and Mr C Kerr, to acknowledge their recent MBE awards.
3 MINUTES OF STATUTORY MEETING – 8 DECEMBER 2009

The Minutes of the STATUTORY meeting held on 8 December 2009, a copy of which had been previously circulated, were ADOPTED on the proposal of Councillor McGarvey, seconded by Councillor McAleer.
4 MATTERS ARISING
4.1 Item 5.2   Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety – Provision of Services at Mid Ulster Hospital

The Clerk/Chief Executive informed members that he had received no response from the Chief Executive of Magherafelt Council with regard to members of both Councils meeting Michael McGimpsey MLA, Minister for Health, Social Services and Public Safety, to discuss the concerns regarding the provision of services at the Mid Ulster Hospital.  The Committee AGREED that if no response was received from Magherafelt Council by 13 January 2010, Cookstown Council should proceed to arrange this meeting.
4.2 Meeting with Mid Ulster Mail Editor

The Clerk/Chief Executive informed members that a meeting is arranged for Party Leaders to meet with the Editor of Mid Ulster Mail on 21st or 22nd January 2010.  Date will be confirmed with Members.
5 MINUTES OF SPORTS & LEISURE COMMITTEE – 15 DECEMBER 2009

The Minutes of the SPORTS & LEISURE COMMITTEE meeting held on 15 December 2009, a copy of which had been previously circulated, were ADOPTED on the proposal of Councillor Greer, seconded by Councillor Baker.
6 MINUTES OF POLICY RESOURCES & SERVICES COMMITTEE – 22 DECEMBER 2009
6.1 Matters Considered

Item7.1.1 Good Relations Sub-Committee Meeting Minutes – 21st October 2009 – Item 4 Flags & Emblems Policy

Councillor Quinn requested that it be noted that the amendment read: “The discussions to date regarding Flying of Flags and Emblems flying for 4-6 week period strictly concern the main thoroughfare only”, but should read “the entire thoroughfare only”, ie. from Dungannon Road Roundabout to Moneymore Road Roundabout.
6.2 Adoption of Minutes

Subject to the above amendments the Minutes of the POLICY RESOURCES & SERVICES COMMITTEE meeting held on 22 December 2009, a copy of which had been previously circulated, were ADOPTED on the proposal of Councillor Clarke, seconded by Councillor McNamee.
7 PLANNING MATTERS

7.1 Schedule

Submitted schedule dated 12 January 2010,  copy of which had been previously circulated, showing details of the Department’s opinion as to how planning applications within the District should be decided.

NEW APPLICATIONS 

Ref No

Applicant



Development

I/09/0484/F

E O’Brien


          Farm Dwelling
 


90m North of
 


43 Ballymulligan Road



Moneymore



Magherafelt

The Senior Planning Officer agreed to defer this application.

I/09/0531/F

Mr C McAweaney


Extension
 


19 Moveagh Road
 


Cookstown
 



The Senior Planning Officer agreed to defer this application.

I09/0558/F

Mr R Crooks



Dwelling
 


150m north west of



126 Moneymore Road
 


Cookstown, with access from



Tamlaghtmore Road



Cookstown

The Senior Planning Officer agreed to defer this application.

I/09/0579/O

J McElroy



Dwelling
 


120m S West
 


43 Killycanavan Road



Ardboe



BT71 5EP

The Senior Planning Officer agreed to defer this application.

I/09/0589/F

Mr P Murphy



Retention of



34 Sluggan Road


pillars, walls



Pomeroy






Co Tyrone

The Senior Planning Officer agreed to an Office Meeting.
Councillors Clarke and Molloy.

I/09/0592/F

Mr T McGaughey


Dwelling



3 Corkhill Road


 
 


Cookstown




The Senior Planning Officer agreed to defer this application.

I/09/0593/A

Lissan Coal Company Ltd

Retention of



22 Moneymore Road


1 x Totem



Cookstown

The Senior Planning Officer confirmed this application be withdrawn from this schedule to be returned next month.

I/09/0596/F

Mr G O’Brien



Dwelling
 
 

Lands adjacent to

 

23 Oaklea Road



Magherafelt



BT45 6NH

The Senior Planning Officer agreed to defer this application.

I/09/0607/F

Mr V Ferguson


Retention of

 
 

75m south east of


mobile home



51 Ballynaragan Road
 
 

Stewartstown



Coagh

The Senior Planning Officer agreed to defer this application.



Applications Deferred from Previous Meetings

1/07/0674/F
Asset Management NI Ltd

Conversion



2-4 Chapel Street


of existing



Cookstown



courthouse

The Senior Planning Officer agreed to Council referring this application to the Management Board. 

I/07/0676/LB
Asset Management NI Ltd

Conversion
 


2-4 Chapel Street


of existing
 


Cookstown



courthouse

The Senior Planning Officer agreed to Council referring this application to the Management Board.

I/07/0977/F

Mr A Nugent



Extension
 


65 Drum Road


to creche 




Cookstown

The Senior Planning Officer agreed to defer this application for 24 hours.

I/08/0744/O

Mr G Simpson


Housing 



181 Ballyronan Road


Scheme



Magherafelt





The Senior Planning Officer agreed to defer this application until Thursday 14 January 2010.



I/09/0314/RM
Mr K Higgins



Dwelling



250m East of








10 Killybearn Road



Cookstown





The Senior Planning Officer agreed to defer this application.

7.2 Department of the Environment – Rural Planning Policy

Council NOTED receipt of a response letter dated 7 December 2009 from the Minister Edwin Poots, regarding rural planning policy and the Report of the Independent Working Group, and for the ‘Notice of Motion’ unanimously resolved by the Council.

7.3 Department of the Environment - S Kerr Application No I/2009/0339/F – Retention of Engineering Works -

The Committee AGREED that Ian McCrea MLA and Patsy McGlone MLA would further consider this matter, as the response letter to Council dated 16 December 2009, from Minister of the Environment, Edwin Poots MLA, stated that he did not believe a meeting is appropriate at this stage.

8 CONSULTATIONS

8.1 Northern Ireland Ambulance Service

The Chairman welcomed Mr Gareth Tumelty, Area Manager, and Mr Brian McNeill, Director of Operations, Northern Ireland Ambulance Service to the meeting.

Mr Tumelty gave a presentation on “Northern Ireland Ambulance Service Health & Social Care Trust” 

Mr McNeill answered members questions.  The main concern raised by members is the service provision and efficiency for the rural areas of our community.  Mr McNeill explained the process of service provision in greater detail, and stated that their main focus is to get to patients within the time bands, but there are no resources for any additional ambulances in the near future.

Members commended the Ambulance Staff for all their hard work.

The Chairman thanked Mr Tumelty and Mr McNeill for their attendance.

On the proposal of Councillor Wilson seconded by Councillor McGarvey, the Committee AGREED that these issues should also be discussed at the meeting which is being arranged with Minister McGimpsey regarding the provision of services at Mid Ulster Hospital.  It was also AGREED that Council seek clarification from Mr Donaghy, Chief Executive, Northern Health & Social Care Trust, in response to his statement at the presentation which he gave to members at the meeting on 13 October 2009, as members agreed they have received no reassurance following this presentation from the Ambulance Service. 

It was AGREED that Party Leaders would meet in advance of the Meeting with Minister McGimpsey.
8.2 Northern Ireland Fire & Rescue Service – Desertcreat Training College

Council NOTED receipt of Minutes of Meeting of Party Leaders held on Thursday 10 December 2009 and a response letter to Mr C Lammey, Chief Fire Officer, NIFRS, dated 9 December 2009, regarding the request from NIFRS to carry out live fire training at Desertcreat Training College.
8.3 Proposal to Exempt or Effectively Refund Building Regulation Fee in Respect of Roof Insulation

The Clerk/Chief Executive informed Members he had received a further internal memo from Director of Building Control regarding the above, and the Committee AGREED that Council seek legal advice in order to resolve this matter.
8.4 Roads Service – The T8 Moira-Antrim-Magherafelt-Moneymore Trunk Road Order (Northern Ireland) 2009 Statutory Rule

The Committee AGREED that Council seek further information from the Roads Service regarding the above, as the above Trunk Road Order excludes stretches of the A29 route which runs through Cookstown.
8.5 NIEA – Temporary Suspension of Waterfowl Shooting

Council NOTED receipt of a letter dated 4 January 2010 from NIEA regarding the above.
8.6 Tender for Supply and Installation of Playground Equipment and Safety Surfacing

Following public advertisement in the Belfast Telegraph on 17th December 2009, 5 no. tenders were submitted for the supply and installation for play equipment and safety surfacing at Fairhill play area.  Details of tenders received are:

Firm






Tender Total






(Incl Contingency sum







exc. VAT)

All Play





Option 1 £37,312

12 Crabtree Road, Ballynahinch BT24 8RH
Option 2 £42,893


Crawford Contracts Group Ltd



£44,467

Woodside Road Ind. Estate, Woodside Road

Ballymena BT42 4QJ


Fortress Play






£52,701

120 Old Coach Road, Templepatrick

Ballyclare BT39 0HA


Unique Playgrounds Ltd




£55,591

Clonmore House, Clonmore Road

Dungannon BT71 6HX


Wicksteed Playscopes




£56,995

Digby Street, Kettering, Northants, NN16 8YJ


Play & Leisure Services Ltd




£60,373

31 Carrowdore Road, Greyabbey BT22 2LU

An application for funding to help deliver this project was submitted to the Children and Young Peoples Unit of OFMDFM late last year under their Exemplar Play and Leisure Facility Funding Scheme. 

The tender proposals were forwarded to the funding panel and they have confirmed that the only proposal which meets their assessment criteria is the ‘Alien’ unit offered by Play & Leisure Services and their offer of funding (£30k) is only available for the supply/installation of this particular piece of equipment.  Members noted this point.

On the proposal of Councillor Cassidy seconded by Councillor Greer it was AGREED to accept the report and recommendation of the Director of Operational Services and award the tender to Play & Leisure Services Ltd at a total cost of £60,373 (including £5k contingency sum) + VAT, with the balance of the funding of the project (up to £30k) made available from the Landfill Communities Fund.



9 SEMINARS & CONFERENCES
9.1 The Somme Association – 2010 Somme Pilgrimage for the 94th Anniversary

On the proposal of Councillor McCrea, seconded by Councillor Cassidy, it was AGREED that Councillor Wilson attend the 2010 Somme Pilgrimage for the 94th anniversary of the Battle of the Somme from 28th June 2010 to 2nd July 2010 at an estimated cost of £550 per person.
9.2 The Somme Association – 2010 Gallipoli Pilgrimage 

On the proposal of Councillor Glasgow, seconded by Councillor McGarvey it was AGREED that Councillor Greer attend the 2010 Gallipoli Pilgrimage, Turkey, from 19 – 25 March 2010 at an estimated cost of £1200 per person.
9.3 NILGA – Local Government Annual Conference and Exhibition 2010 “Delivering Change – Local Government for Tomorrow” and Local Government Awards Ceremony

On the proposal of Councillor McGarvey, seconded by Councillor Baker, it was AGREED to the attendance of Councillor Quinn and Councillor McFlynn, and on the proposal of Councillor McNamee seconded by Councillor Molloy it was AGREED to the attendance of Councillor McAleer, to attend the NILGA Local Government Annual Conference and Exhibition 2010 “Delivering Change – Local Government for Tomorrow” and Awards Ceremony to be held on the 18th & 19th February 2010 in the Slieve Donard Hotel, Newcastle, at a cost of £195.00 + vat Standard Rate 2 Day includes Gala Dinner.

The Clerk/Chief Executive informed members that Council had received free tickets for the above Awards Dinner, and the Committee AGREED these tickets should be made available for appropriate officers to attend.
10 NOTICE OF MOTION
10.1 “This Council calls on the Roads Service to review its current criteria for providing its winter service of salting and gritting roads.  The rural community experiences a poorer level of service during periods of wintery conditions which have a wider impact on society, on workplaces and on education.  Any future policy should reflect that ensuring accessibility should not just come down to how much it costs the Roads Service each time there is frost or snow”

Members AGREED the motion be amended to include:

“The whole issue of gritting needs to be addressed” and “additional funding made available for the repair of roads following the effects of salting roads”

On the proposal of Councillor Molloy seconded by Councillor Clarke it was AGREED unanimously to adopt the amended Notice of Motion.
11 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1 Members Entitlements and Allowances 2009/2010

A copy of Members Entitlements and Allowances 2009/2010 was distributed to members for their information.
11.2 Northern Health Trust

Councillor McCrea informed members he has had a recent meeting with the Chief Executive of the Northern Health Trust, and suggests that a joint committee of Cookstown and Magherafelt District Councils meet quarterly, in order to be kept updated with Northern Health Trust affairs. 

The Clerk/Chief Executive will discuss this matter further with the Clerk/Chief Executive of Magherafelt District Council, and inform members accordingly.
 
The meeting ended at 8.48 p.m.






__________________________ 







Chairman
__________________________________





Clerk/Chief Executive
_____________________   


 Date
TABLED FOR INFORMATION
Minutes
SELB


Agenda and Minutes of Previous Meetings for Meeting held on 9 December 2009

REPORTS
Cookstown Enterprise Centre Ltd


Directors’ Report and Financial Statements for the Year ended 31 August 2009

NIPSA Reports


November/December 2009
NIBureau Newslink

Autumn Issue 2009
Housing Executive Home Energy Conservation Authority

· Home Energy Conservation Report 2009

Community Relations Council


Annual Review 20082009

Omagh District Council


Report of Western Group Building Control Committee Meeting 6 October 2009

Northern Ireland Housing Executive


Housing Research Bulletin – Issue 9 Autumn 2009

Sustainable Ireland


Vol 4, Issue 3
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