
COOKSTOWN DISTRICT COUNCIL
Minutes of proceedings of a POLICY RESOURCES & SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING of the Council held in the Council Chamber on Tuesday 26 January 2010
Present:


J McNamee, Esq, Chairman
Councillors:
Baker, Cassidy, Clarke, Greer, Glasgow, Lees, McAleer  McCartney, McCrea (7.30 pm), McFlynn, McGarvey, Molloy, Quinn, Wilson
Officers
Clerk/Chief Executive 


Director of Building Control

Director of Environmental Health


Director of Operational Services 

Director of Corporate Services


Clerk’s Secretary

1 APOLOGIES

An apology was received on behalf of Councillor McIvor.
2 LETTER OF BEST WISHES

The Committee AGREED that Council should send a letter to Carmel McCann, wishing her a speedy recovery.
3 REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF BUILDING CONTROL 

A copy of the above report had been previously circulated.  The Committee adopted the report together with the following matters contained therein.

3.1 Building Regulations Contraventions – Enforcement Articles 18 & 21

The Committee RECOMMENDED that a Contravention Notice in accordance with Article 18 of the Building Regulations (NI) Order 1979 (as amended) be served on the applicant.  In the event of the terms of the notice not being met it is further RECOMMENDED that legal action be taken in accordance with Article 21 of the Building Regulations (NI) Order 1979 (as amended).
3.2 Policy for Enforcement of Energy Performance Certificates (EPC)

The Committee RECOMMENDED to ADOPT the Policy for Enforcement of Energy Performance Certificates (EPC).

3.3 Renewal of Licence

14
Henry J McCracken, The Farmer’s Rest, 1 Tullynure Road, 
Lissan, Cookstown.
30
Mr Stephen Conway, Brewery Lane Bar, 58 William Street, 
Cookstown
63
Brigid A Heron, Evergreen Social Club, Moss Road, Coagh
84
Cookstown District Council, Cookstown Leisure Centre, Fountain 
Road, Cookstown.
96
Patrick Forbes, The Cove Bar, 126 Shore Road, Ballyronan
98
Sarah Conway, Harry’s Bar, 3-5 Ballyneil Road, Ballyronan.

On the proposal of Councillor McGarvey, seconded by Councillor McAleer the Committee RECOMMENDED that the above licenses be renewed.

3.4 Grant of Licence

125
John Conway, The Belfast House, 3 Orritor Street, Cookstown

  35
Clubland Leisure (NI) Ltd, 21-23 Molesworth Street, Cookstown 
(Licence be renewed as existing i.e. to 1.30 am only)
150
Mary McKenna, An Bruach Dearg, Community Centre, 
Broughderg Road, Omagh. (Licence be renewed  to 1.30 am 
only).

On the proposal of Councillor McGarvey, seconded by Councillor McAleer, the Committee RECOMMENDED the grant of the above licences.
3.5 Project Management

Director of Building Control informed the Committee, the final contract sum should read £448,524.84, not  £448,072.84 as reported.

3.6 Waiving of Fees

The Director of Building Control informed members that the Council had sought legal guidance regarding the matter of this Council waiving the building regulation fee in respect of the installation of loft insulation in domestic properties.   The letter from JB & RH Twigg Solicitors (copy of same circulated to members) confirms that the regulations do not prohibit the Council’s decision from waiving fees in this respect.

On the proposal of Councillor McGarvey seconded by Councillor Clarke the Committee AGREED that the fee in respect of loft insulation in domestic properties should be waived initially for a period of twelve months from 1 April 2010 and subject to review thereafter.
4 REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

A copy of the above report had been previously circulated.  The Committee adopted the report together with the following matters contained therein.
4.1 EU Approval – Mr Ciaran Kelly – Kelly’s Fish, 200A Battery Road, Cookstown

The Committee RECOMMENDED that a Conditional Approval be offered to Mr Ciaran Kelly, 64 Ardboe Road, Cookstown, Co Tyrone BT80 0HT, in respect of Kelly’s Fish, trading at 200A Battery Road, Cookstown.
4.2 Draft Service Framework for Cancer Prevention, Treatment and Care

The Committee RECOMMENDED that Council welcomes the issue of the Draft Service Framework for Cancer Prevention, Treatment and Care document and look forward to regular and ongoing updates on the progress achieved.

Councillor McGarvey requested that a hard copy of the Summary Document is forwarded to each member, and additional copies are available on request.
4.3 ‘Cookstown Hearty Lives’ – Baseline Research

The Committee RECOMMENDED that Council proceeds with the public tender of the Baseline Research Programme for ‘Cookstown Hearty Lives’.
4.4 Consultation on the Sunbed Industry in Northern Ireland

The Committee RECOMMENDED that the Council fully support the introduction of the measures outlined in the Consultation on Control and Use of Sunbeds in Northern  Ireland from the DHSSPS and respond accordingly.

Councillor Cassidy enquired about the statistics regarding Melanoma Cancer for Northern Ireland. Director of Environmental Health will circulate these accordingly.
4.5 The Private Tenancies (Northern Ireland) Order 2006 – Application For Inspection of Property – 135 Limehill Road, Pomeroy.

The Committee RECOMMENDED that in accordance with the requirements of Article 36 (4) of the Private Tenancies (Northern Ireland) Order 2006, a Certificate of Fitness be issued for the dwelling at 135 Limehill Road, Pomeroy.
4.6 Consultation on Proposals and Changes to the Dog Control Legislation

The Committee RECOMMENDED that Council respond to DARD Consultation on the Proposed Changes to the Dog Control Legislation, as outlined, with the exception to the increase in charges for licence fees.

The Committee unanimously AGREED that a standard licence fee should only increase to £10.00, and block licence fees increase in proportion.
4.7 Provision of Dog Kennelling Service

The Committee RECOMMENDED that the Dog Kennelling Service be advertised for public tender for the period commencing 1st April 2010 – 31st March 2011.
5 REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONAL SERVICES 

A copy of the above report had been previously circulated.  The Committee adopted the report together with the following matters contained therein.
5.1 Cleaning of Signage

The Committee AGREED that Director of Operational Services proceed to seek quotations from external contractors regarding the cleaning of district boundary signs, town/village ‘welcome’ signage etc.  Costs are to be compared with in-house costs, and report to Council accordingly.
5.2 Bus Shelter at Killeenan/Camlough Road Junction


The Committee AGREED that a shelter is not erected at this location as current Council policy stipulates a shelter is provided only in instances when six or more passengers/pupils are picked up, and SELB and Translink have confirmed that they only collect a total of three pupils at this location on a daily basis.

Councillor Lees left the Meeting at 8.00 pm
6 CONSULTATIONS
6.1 DOE – The Draft Local Government ) Indemnities for Members and Officers) Order (Northern Ireland) 2010 – Consultation Document

The Clerk/Chief Executive outlined the proposed responses to the questions in the above Consultation Document, and the Committee AGREED that the Council respond accordingly. 
6.2 Age Concern Help the Aged NI – Fit For Purpose Programme

The Committee AGREED that the Council support Age Concern Help the Aged NI Fit for Purpose Programme. 
6.3 Annual Monitoring Report on the Equality Impact Assessment of the Sports Services Policy Under Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act, 1998

The Committee AGREED to adopt the above Report.
6.4 Audit & Risk Committee Meeting Minutes – 14 December 2009

The Committee AGREED to adopt the Audit & Risk Committee Meeting Minutes held on 14 December 2009.
6.5 Roads Service – Proposed Disabled Persons’ Parking Bay at Main Street, Cookstown.

The Committee NOTED receipt of a letter dated 19 January 2010 from Roads Service regarding proposed disabled persons’ parking bay at Main Street, Coagh.
7 FINANCE

7.1 Revenue/Capital Payments

On the proposal of Councillor McGarvey seconded by Councillor Molloy the Committee APPROVED revenue/capital payments for the month December 2009. 

General Revenue


£984,543
Capital



£  59,390

RECEIPTS

The financial statement book of receipt was produced showing the sum which had been received during the month December 2009  

General Revenue


£1,319,433
Capital



£   --

8 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

8.1 Tullahogue Fort

Clerk/Chief Executive  informed members Minister Gildernew has agreed to attend a meeting on Wednesday 3 February 2010, 3.15 – 4.00 pm @ Loughry Campus,  regarding Tullahogue Fort.

Member of Tullahogue Fort Sub-Committee, Councillors Clarke, Lees, Glasgow, McGarvey and Molloy will be notified. 
8.2 Roads Service – Consultation Event.

Following a presentation at a Council Meeting by Roads Service regarding Local Transport and Safety Measures Draft Programme, Cookstown District Council Area 2010 – 2012, the Committee agreed a workshop for Councillors, Officers and representatives from the Roads Service should be arranged to facilitate intense discussions regarding the above programme. 

A Consultation Event has been arranged for Tuesday 16th February 2010 @ 2.00 pm.  Members will be informed.
8.3 NICMA

Clerk/Chief Executive informed members he had received an email from Maggie Bryson, Community Services Manager, regarding the issue of delays in the Childminding registration process experienced by potential childminders in the Cookstown area. 

The Committee AGREED that this matter should be raised by Councillor Ian McCrea and Mr Patsy McGlone, MLAs , and also Council support NICMA in their attempt to expedite the registration process.
8.4 Partnership Agreement Between S.E.L.B. Youth Service, S.E.L.B. Cookstown Youth Council and Cookstown District Council.

The Committee AGREED to the Proposed Partnership Agreement between S.E.L.B. Youth Service, S.E.L.B. Cookstown Youth Council and Cookstown District Council.
8.5 Competition Line Update

Director of Corporate Services outlined the current position regarding the Competition Line situation.  Council have written to Competition Line and informed them that the Council is presently taking legal advice in relation to the process we have followed since signing an Income Share Agreement on 1st May 2007. The Council has sought advice on how best to proceed in the matter from Alva Brangam Q.C.  Early indications are that the Council is not bound by what has been a long series of negotiations.  An update on the situation will be given at the next statutory meeting.
8.6 Age Concern

Councillor Wilson informed members that the Voluntary Aid Committee will meet on Friday next  to consider possible solutions to assist the current Age Concern crisis, in relation to kitchen facilities etc, and he will report the outcome at the next meeting.
8.7 Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety – Provision of Services at Mid Ulster Hospital –  Meeting with Minister McGimpsey

Clerk/Chief Executive confirmed that Magherafelt District Council have agreed that both Councils meet Minister McGimpsey to discuss the concerns regarding the provision of services at the Mid Ulster Hospital.  

Minister McGimpsey has agreed to this meeting, but the date of the meeting has yet to be confirmed.
8.8 Meeting with Mid Ulster Mail

Councillor McNamee informed members that the Party Leaders had raised their concerns with the Editor of Mid Ulster Mail at a meeting held last week, and indicated that further meetings will be arranged with the Editors of the Mid-Ulster Observer and Tyrone Courier.
The meeting ended at 8.12 p.m.




__________________________________






Chairman




______________________________________ 






Clerk/Chief Executive

__________________________




Date

26 January 2010 PR&S
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